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(1) Early in the twentieth century, beginning in France, the visual arts were revolutionized.

(2) Up until that point, art had been dedicated to copying visual appearances in various media.
(3) As it turned out, that project had a progressive history, which began in Italy, in the time
of Giotto and Cimabue. (4) It culminated in the Victorian era, when visual artists were able
to achieve an ideal mode of representation. (5) The Renaissance artist Leon Battista Albert,
in his book On Painting, defined art as follows: (6) there should be no visual difference
between looking at a painting or looking out a window at what the paintihg shows. (7) Thus
a successful portrait should be indiscernible from seeing the subject of the portrait looking at
us through a window.

(Hi88 : Arther C. Danto. What Art Is. Yale University Press 2013.)
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