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Dubai Creek is a natural seawater inlet of the Arabian Gulf located in the heart of Dubai in
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). (D About 14 kilometres long and between 100-500 metres

wide, Dubai Creek* has played a major role in the economic development of the region

throughout history. The first recorded reference to Dubai dates back to 1587, when a

Venetian pearl merchant visited the area and wrote about Dubai’s pearl industry. However,
the earliest known description of Dubai Creek is found in an 1822 report by a British Royal
Navy officer. The creek was probably the actual starting point for Dubai’s creation and early
development as a trading port perhaps from 1833, when about 800 members of a tribe settled

in the area at the mouth of the creek.

(2) The creek was the obvious choice for the early settlers. This safe, natural harbour had the

potential to become a thriving port based on pearl diving, fishing and trade. Fishing thrived
along the creek, whose warm and shallow waters supported a diverse and rich marine life.
Although it was too deep to allow large ships to pass through, the creek remained the only
port in the city. It was the most important element in establishing the commercial position of
Dubai for about a century. In the second half of the 20th century, the creek became more
important as a commercial hub. Improvements were made to allow larger boats to pass
through. Modern Dubai has since expanded for tens of kilometres along the seashore, but the

creek remains the heart of the city.

H# : Khor Dubai, UNESCO World Heritage Convention. Retrieved online on 2 October
2022 from https://whc.unesco.org/en/tentativelists/5662/

% Dubai Creek = FoN4 « 72—

Khor Dubai by The National Council of Tourism and Antiquities,Emirate of Dubai,
UNESCO World Heritage Centre.
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1. The beauty of the creek was obvious to early settlers.
2. The creek was the best choice for the early settlers.

3. Members of a tribe obviously settled in the creek.
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