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Kojiki  (#H=F30)

(A) The Kojiki is a Japanese classic based on oral traditions. It was compiled in

712. It relates myths, legends, and historical accounts centering around the

imperial court, from the age of the gods until the reign of Empress Suiko*. Shinto

theology has developed largely through the interpretation of Kojiki mythology. The
ceremonies, customs, taboos, magic practices, and divination practices of ancient
Japan are described in great detail.
*k Empress Suiko #5 K& FENHIM 593 £~623 4F  kreign HIGHIM. G
*ktheology 75, #F1A%  kmythology FHGEf, FHEHIAR

Okuninushi no kami (K[ 3=44)

Great Land Possessor. Also known by the names Onamuchi, Ashihara no shikoo,
Yachihoko, Okunitama, and Utsushikunitama no kami. Said to be either the child



or grandchild of Susanoo no mikoto, Okuninushi no kami was persecuted by his
many brothers, and repeatedly exposed to danger, but always saved by the
intervention of mysterious helpers. In one legend illustrating his kindness, he is
depicted saving a rabbit whose fur was torn off by crocodiles. He received
permission to marry Susanoo no mikoto’s daughter Suseribime and was designated

as the possessor of the utsushiyo or manifest world. (7\)There he punished evil

spirits, developed the land, cured illnesses, distributed medicines, repaired damage

caused by birds and insects. Then he presented the land to Ninigi no mikoto, who

was sent from heaven by his grandmother Amaterasu Omikami. Okuninushi no
kami is enshrined at Izumo Taisha*. He is widely worshipped as a provider of

happiness, especially marital happiness.

(Hi# : Kokugakuin University Institute for Japanese Culture and Classics, Basic Terms of

Shinto, 1958, 1985 /£ LB HIC kv, —FEIELT-,)
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